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CATSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 1st February 2012 in Hermon Cottage
	Present: 





Cllr. John Overall (Chair)
Cllr. Julian Goodliffe
Cllr. Angharad Davies

Cllr. Beryl Bodey (Vice-Chair)
Cllr. David Scott

Mrs Carol Hodgson (Clerk/RFO)
Cllr. Peter Josling

Cllr. Jan Auer

2 members of the public
Cllr. Chris Thomas

Cllr. Kathryn Field


	Apologies:

PCSO Maureen Baker

	Item
	Agenda Item
	Action

	1.
	Apologies and reasons for absence.
PCSO Baker was annual leave.
	

	2.
	Members to agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 4th January 2012.

The minutes were agreed and signed.
	

	3.
	To receive declarations of interest on agenda items.
Cllr. Bodey declared personal interests in:-

· Matters relating to the Village Hall as a trustee and Parish Council’s representative.

· The History Centre as a member of the group and as Parish Council’s representative.
	

	4.
	To receive any external reports
· Cllr. Field reported that County Council’s Cabinet were due to meet on 7th February.  There is still £19m of savings to be found.  It has been identified that the Children’s Social Care Service’s is not sustainable and there is an outline business case for a Children’s Services Transformation Programme for which a capital allocation of £10m has been agreed.  The finance package is in place for the Local Broadband Plan.  Cllr. Scott reported that he was still experiencing difficulties with resolving queries with ESCC Highways.  Cllr. Field asked for details to be forwarded on and would follow-up the issues. 
· Cllr. Davies reported from District Council’s joint meeting of the Resources and Services Overview & Scrutiny Committees.  The draft budget was discussed and the Joint Scrutiny Committee agreed to recommend to Cabinet that the Council Tax Freeze be accepted for 2012/13.  
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	5.
	Matters arising

a. To receive an update on the Community Pay Back team.
There were no further updates to report.  The Clerk to keep pursuing
b. To receive an update on the Community Planting.
Members discussed the areas identified for planting and approval would be needed from ESCC Highways for most of the sites.  The areas at Blacksmiths Lane and the grassed area between the Rother Homes bungalows opposite the Village Hall Car Park entrance may not require any permission.  The Clerk would liaise with Rother Homes and the neighbouring residents close to these areas.  Cllr. Scott would make contact with ESCC Highways.
c. To receive any updates on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 2012.

Cllr. Bodey reported that the Committee had met on 11th January.  The next fundraising event was a Cabaret and Supper on 11th February at the Village Hall.  A Quiz Night would be following on 17th March and also a Fun Disco sometime in April – date to be confirmed.  Members agreed to a request from the Committee to place brackets or a sign frame (600mm x 600mm) that takes a portrait panel to display Village functions.  Cllr. Josling would make enquiries.  Letters had been sent to local businesses asking for financial support or for a donation of a raffle prize for the Grand Draw. A Community Grant application had been submitted to Rother DC to also help assist with the costs.  
d. To discuss planting a Commemorative Diamond Jubilee Oak.

Members agreed to purchase a tree from English Woodlands and a plaque from Graham Peters.
e. To receive the outcome of writing to Cllr. Carl Maynard – Leader at RDC regarding the new Bus Signs in Skinners Lane and Stevens Crouch.

There were no further updates to report.
f. To receive an update on Parish Council’s email arrangements.

The Clerk to liaise with Cllr. Josling and David Seabright.
g. To discuss purchasing a public address system for ‘Village’ use.

Members agreed to obtain quotes for the equipment.
h. To set a date for the Annual Parish Assembly.

Members agreed to hold the Parish Assembly on Thursday 26th April 2012.
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	6.

6.1

6.2

6.3
	Planning

To consider responses to planning applications:

· RR/2011/2642/P – Normanhurst Stables, Catsfield Road, Catsfield
Demoliton of existing dwelling and erection of a replacement dwelling. Minor increase to residential curtilage.

Applicant : Mr and Mrs J & M Midgley

Cllr. Bodey reported that the Planning Sub-Committee had been unable to arrange a site visit. Based on the planning documentation Members objected to this planning proposal and reiterated their comments from the previous application for Lawful use – “1 – another dwelling has been established outside the village envelope by stealth and 2 – the property has been occupied over the years by many different tenants that have no apparent connection with the business run on this land”.  This current planning proposal extends beyond the lawful residential curtilage.  The size and massing of the replacement dwelling was considered to be inappropriate development in an AONB.
To receive advice of decisions on previous applications.
Permission was granted on the following applications:

· RR/2011/2168/P – Ivy House, The Green, Catsfield
Extend extant permission RR/2008/2640/P – Outline: Erection of detached dwelling and garage with formation of new vehicular access.

· RR/2011/2335/P – Chantlers, Crowders Lane, Catsfield
Variation of condition imposed on RR/2010/1078/P to let conversion as a 1 or 2 week holiday let.

· RR/2011/745/P – Lunsford Yard, Potmans Lane, Catsfield
Alterations and conversion of stable building to dwelling with garden area as a replacement dwelling to the lawful dwelling located in an adjoining building.
To receive an update on the enforcement issues at Twisly Oak Farm.

There were no further updates to report.
	

	7.
7.1

7.2
	Finance

To approve and sign the following cheques:

a. Mr. C. Bryant


Sports 100 Club winner January 2012


£  25.00

b. Mrs. J. Woolf


Village Social Club Wii




£197.39

c. Mr. M. Davey


Pavilion cleaning materials & equipment

£100.00

d. Carol Hodgson


Salary




£305.94




200 x 2nd class stamps


£  72.00





Padlock for Play Area


£    5.00





4 way utility key


£    2.40





Cash for Sports 100 – February Draw
£   25.00





TEN – QDJ Cabaret 11-Feb

£   21.00





A4 Paper



£   15.02






Refreshments



£    1.75
£448.11

The payments were agreed and signed.
The following cheques were also agreed and signed.  This decision would be ratified at the next meeting:-

· Mr. R C Bryant


Repair to outside Pavilion door



£  40.00

· Catsfield Village Hall

Annual Fee



£175.00






QDJ Committee Hall Hire x 2

£  10.00
£185.00

To receive the statement of accounts.
The statements of accounts were received as attached.
	

	8.
8.1
	Newsletter

To receive an update on the latest Newsletter

The Winter 2012 Newsletter had now been despatched.
	

	9.

9.1
	Emergency Plan

To discuss compiling a procedures manual for Parish Council’s Emergency Plan.
Cllr. Goodliffe agreed to work with The Clerk to produce a Procedures Manual.
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	10.

10.1

10.2

10.3

	Highway Matters

Traffic Calming 
a. To receive an update on the latest speed check session.

Cllr. Goodliffe reported that no further sessions had taken place.
b. To discuss jointly purchasing a ‘Speed Gun’ with Ninfield PC.

Cllr. Goodliffe reported that Hooe PC was considering investing in a speed gun, which was available from the Police, to replace the SID.  The cost of the gun was approximately £2,000.  There were advantages of owning one - easier to use and transport, Police can train operators so there would be no need to wait for ESCC and the Police identify and agree the sites in the village where they can be used, again no need to wait for ages for ESCC to get around to inspections.  Hooe would prefer to only have 2 partners as any more becomes difficult to manage.  Members were happy with the current Speed Device but would be open to further discussion.
General Maintenance

a. To receive any updates from ESCC Highways regarding the lay-by along Catsfield Road.
Cllr. Scott reported that since the reorganisation of ESCC Highways and the appointment of ‘Highway Stewards’ he had made little or no progress with resolving issues.
b. To receive any updates regarding the potholes in Church Road.

Cllr. Scott had no received no further updates from ESCC Highways.
Highway
a. To receive an update on the parking in Church Road affecting traffic flow.


Cllr. Scott had received no further updates from ESCC Highways.
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	11.
11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

 11.6

11.7

11.8

11.9
	To receive reports and updates on:

Playing Field and Pavilion

a. To receive a report from the Playing Field and Pavilion Committee.
Cllr. Thomas reported from the meeting of 23rd January as attached.    A Boot Sale had been proposed for 28th April.  Scott Lavocah had resigned as Stoolball representative from the Committee.  Scott had been a Committee Member for 10 years and was a key part of the original Committee that lead on the construction of the New Pavilion.  A letter of thanks had been sent to Scott on behalf of the Committee and Parish Council.  Cllr. Scott advised that the evergreen and holly was overgrown around the front gate.
b. To discuss the problem with dogs off leads fouling on the Playing Field.

Cllr. Thomas reported that complaints had been received from the Catsfield Sports Teams and members of the public regarding dog fouling on the playing field.  Cllr. Field recommended contacting Mick Adams – Environmental Enforcement Manager at RDC.  Members agreed to put up more prominent signs at the entrance of the Playing Field and to look into the feasibility of purchasing a discreet camcorder. 
c. To discuss decorating the outside toilet block.

Members agreed to obtain quotes for redecorating and making good the outside toilet block.  This would be combined with painting the new storage facilities in dark green and cleaning / repainting the Children’s Play Area equipment.
d. To receive any updates on the proposed repairs to the Playing Field access road.

Cllr. Goodliffe advised that the work would take place after the installation of the new storage facilities.
e. To receive any updates on replacing the storage facilities at the Playing Field. 

The current storage sheds were due to be cleared out and dismantled during the first week of 
February.  The new foundations would be laid shortly afterwards – weather permitting.
Hedgerows and verges

a. Info: Village walkabout to be arranged for May 2012.
Footpaths

a. To receive any reports.
Cllr. Overall reported that new stiles had appeared on the public footpath from Skinners Lane across the Normanhurst Estate to Burnt Barns.
Open Spaces

a. To receive any updates on the damaged verge at Potmans Lane / Church Road.
Members agreed to look into the possibility of putting a discreet Camcorder or CCTV in the area.
b. To receive any updates on the VMT’s proposed maintenance of the triangle in Watermill Lane nr Henley Down pond. 
The work would be rescheduled for the 2012 Village Maintenance Team programme.
c. To receive confirmation that the BT Phone Box at Stevens Crouch has been cleaned.
Cllr. Bodey reported that no cleaning had taken place.  The Clerk would chase progress.
d. To receive an update on installing a Bus Shelter at the Bus Stop on ‘The Green’ - outside the Old Police House.
Cllr. Scott reported that no response had been received from ESCC Highways for issuing to Parish Council a development licence to install the Bus Shelter.  Cllr. Field agreed to chase a response from ESCC Highways.
e. To discuss a response to ESCC Parish Survey.
There were no further updates to report.
f. To discuss contacting BT to repaint the BT Phone Box opposite Catsfield Village Store.
There were no further updates to report.
g. To discuss any maintenance requirements for the Village Maintenance Team for 2012.
To re-schedule the 2011 programme.
Playground Sub-Committee
a. To discuss an outline plan for refurbishing the Play Area.
Members agreed to obtain a quote for washing and painting the play equipment.  
b. Info: Play Area to be refurbished and equipment added over a period of time.
Standards Sub-Committee
Cllr. Overall asked for The Clerk’s pay to be reviewed.
History Centre
a. To receive an update from the History Group regarding the backing-up of data files.

The Clerk confirmed with Members the wording for the letter.
Village Hall
Cllr. Bodey reported that the AGM would be held on 15th March.  The Village Hall Committee had asked Parish Council to appoint a representative for the forthcoming year.  Cllr. Overall asked Members for a representation. Cllr. Bodey agreed to continue.  Cllr. Overall proposed Cllr. Bodey and Cllr. Thomas seconded. All Members voted unanimously in favour.  “Running for Glory” was the next performance taking place on 22nd March. 
Catsfield C of E School
The Clerk reported that Catsfield School had become the 75th High Weald Hero.  This would commit them in the education, conservation and enjoyment of the High Weald AONB
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	12.
	Reports of meetings attended.
The Clerk had attended two workshops at RDC for the Localism Bill and the Green Deal.  Details would be available in the next folder.
	

	13.
	To discuss any training requirements for the Councillors and Clerk.
There were no current requirements.
	

	14.
	Comments from the folder.
There were no comments from the folder.
	

	15.
	Correspondence.
There was no correspondence to report.
	

	16.
	Any other business

· Mr. Parker had raised concerns regarding the meeting Savills had arranged on 17th February to discuss “CCHF - All About Kids” latest proposals for converting and extending Twisly in Church Road to a children’s holiday home.  Neighbouring residents and Parish Council had been invited but Mr. Parker felt that all residents of Catsfield should be consulted and that the meeting would be more convenient in the evening.
· Cllr. Goodliffe reported that he had made contact with the High Weald Bridleways Group.
· Littlewood Fencing had asked if they could attend the next Parish Council meeting to give a short presentation regarding their land at Willie Woodpeckers in Powdermill Lane.
· The soil that had been dumped in Potmans Lane in December was still piled-up on the side of the road now with a mattress on top. 
	


Chairman………………………………………………
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