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CATSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting held on Wednesday 7th March 2012 in Hermon Cottage
	Present: 





Cllr. John Overall (Chair)
Cllr. Chris Thomas
Cllr. Jan Auer

Cllr. Beryl Bodey (Vice-Chair)
Cllr. Julian Goodliffe
Mrs Carol Hodgson (Clerk/RFO)
Cllr. Peter Josling

Cllr. David Scott

3 members of the public
	Apologies:

PCSO Maureen Baker
Cllr. Kathryn Field
Cllr. Angharad Davies

	Item
	Agenda Item
	Action

	1.
	Apologies and reasons for absence.
Cllr. Kathryn Field and Cllr. Angharad Davies had prior engagements. PCSO Maureen Baker was on sickness leave.
	

	2.
	Members to agree the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 1st February 2012.

The minutes were agreed and signed.
	

	3.
	To receive declarations of interest on agenda items.
Cllr. Bodey declared personal interests in:-

· Matters relating to the Village Hall as a trustee and Parish Council’s representative.

· The History Centre as a member of the group and as Parish Council’s representative.
· Item 7.1a. A cheque to Mrs. P. Putland for History Centre Stationery amounting to £59.25, as a member of the group and as Parish Council’s representative.
	

	4.
	To receive any external reports.

There were no reports available.
	

	5.
	Matters arising

a. To receive an update on the Community Pay Back team.

There were no further updates to report.  The Clerk to keep pursuing.
b. To receive an update on the Community Planting.
A site identified between 16 and 18 Church Road belonged to Amicus Horizon. The Clerk had made contact with Steve May the local Housing Manager at Amicus Horizon and was waiting a response.
c. To receive any updates on the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations in 2012.

Cllr. Bodey reported from the meeting of 29th February as attached.  Cllr. Auer was asked and agreed to an organised walk being held on the Normanhurst Estate around the lakes.  Members agreed to produce a Parish Council display for the exhibition taking place on the Saturday morning of the celebrations.  Members agreed to send a letter of ‘Congratulations’ to the Queen. Ninfield PC as part of their Diamond Jubilee Celebrations are arranging for a local resident to carve a stone which will be placed at the Parish Boundary with Catsfield. Members have been invited on Monday 4th June to be present at a ceremony to officially place the stone and shake hands across the boundary. Members agreed to accept the invitation. 
d. To discuss planting a Commemorative Diamond Jubilee Oak.

The suppliers English Woodlands had advised that the English Oak was now ready to collect. Cllr. Auer agreed to collect the tree and keep it safe until ready to plant.  Members would arrange an appropriate time and place for the planting.
e. To receive the outcome of writing to Cllr. Carl Maynard – Leader at RDC regarding the new Bus Signs in Skinners Lane and Stevens Crouch.
There were no further updates to report.  Members were frustrated at lack of communication from Cllr. Maynard and agreed for Cllr. Overall to send a letter. 
f. To receive an update on Parish Council’s email arrangements.

Cllr. Josling and The Clerk would make arrangements to meet with David Seabright.
g. To receive the quotations for purchasing a public address system for ‘Village’ use.

Members reviewed the three quotes obtained from Electro Supplies at £280 for a wire system and £550 for a wireless system and Birds Music at £400 for a wire system + wireless microphone. Members agreed to purchase the Peavey Performer Pack and wireless Microphone from Birds Music in Bexhill at a cost of £400 inc VAT.
h. To consider becoming a Member of Fields in Trust.

Members agreed to the first year reduced rate of £20 to become a Member of Fields in Trust. 
i. To ratify a decision to change the specification of the new Storage Sheds at the Playing Field from 16’8”w x 20’6”l to 15’8”w x 24’6”l at an additional cost of £584.33.  Final amount £3665.83.

Members had previously discussed upgrading to a larger storage shed as the space allowed. Cllr. Bodey proposed to accept this decision. Cllr. Scott seconded and all Members voted in favour.
j. To discuss the Agenda for the Parish Assembly.

Members reviewed last year’s Agenda and agreed to use the same format, adding slots for Cllr. Josling to give an update on the Village Plan and for Cllr. Goodliffe to give a presentation on the Emergency Plan. 
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	6.

6.1

6.2

6.3
	Planning

To consider responses to planning applications:

a. RR/2012/151/P – Wylands Farm, Powdermill Lane, Catsfield
Renovation works to junior lake (retrospective)

Applicant : Mr D P Bull

The meeting was adjourned at 8.15pm for Members of the public to discuss the application and reconvened at 8.30pm.  Members agreed to reserve their comments until the applicant had responded to the issues raised by the Environment Agency and AONB as advised by Andy Rowland RDC Planning Team Leader.  Cllr. Davies had called-in the application.
b. RR/2012/271/P – Pope’s Acre, Potmans Lane, Catsfield
Single Storey Extension And Alterations

Applicant : Mr R Williams


Members had no objections to this planning proposal.
c. RR/2012/290/P – Twisly Oak Farm, Church Lane, Catsfield
Prefabricated timber building to be used for a ‘farm shop’ and hardstand parking/turning area.

Applicant : Mr. P. Gillam – 26 Thorne Crescent, Bexhill-on-Sea


Meeting adjourned at 8.42pm for Members of the public to discuss the application and reconvened 
at 9.05pm.  Members objected to this planning proposal for the following reasons: 

The proposal was for a 'Retail Outlet' and not a 'Farm Shop'.  

There were already 3 established 'Farm Shops' in the Village.  

Application RR/2005/136/P for a Farm Shop close to this area was previously refused as follows 
"The site lies in the countryside as defined in the Rother District Local Plan where the East Sussex & 
Brighton & Hove Structure Plan 1991 - 2011 states that agriculture and woodland will remain the 
main land uses and proposals for new development will be required to demonstrate that a 
countryside location is necessary. The proposal would, if approved, result in the construction of a 
permanent building that would contribute to the erosion of the open character and appearance of the 
countryside. The justification for the proposal has not been demonstrated and the operational 
development would cause harm to the rural character of the area. The application proposal conflicts 
with Policy S10 of the East Sussex & Brighton & Hove Structure Plan 1991 - 2011 and Policy GD1         
(iv) of the Rother District Local Plan".    
The following planning applications were discussed due to the response deadline.  The decision would be ratified at the next meeting:-

· RR/2012/358/P Hop House Farm, The Stream, Catsfield

Conversion of 18th century barn to dwelling. (renewal of approval RR/2009/569/P).

Applicant : Mr & Mrs D Bates

Members had no objections to this planning application.
· RR/2012/359/L Hop House Farm, The Stream, Catsfield

Conversion of 18th century barn to dwelling (renewal of approval RR/2009/570/L).


Applicant ; Mr & Mrs D Bates


Members had no objections to this planning application.
To receive advice of decisions on previous applications.
Permission was refused on the following applications:

· RR/2011/2436/P - Catsfield Place Farm, Catsfield
Proposed reconstruction of derelict attached building to form an extension to an approved dwelling and minor external alterations to window positions.
To receive an update on the enforcement issues at Twisly Oak Farm.

There were no further updates on the enforcement issues however the a planning application had now been submitted for a Farm Shop. 
	

	7.
7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5
	Finance

To approve and sign the following cheques:

a. Mrs. P. Putland

History Centre Stationery



£    59.25

b. English Woodlands

Commemorative Oak




£    49.62

c. Carol Hodgson


Salary




£305.94




Cash for Sports 100 – March Draw
£  25.00





TEN – QDJ Royal Quiz Night 17-Mar
£  21.00





Stationery



£    5.40





AON – Storage Shed Ins

£    6.80






Refreshments



£    1.75
£  444.91

Item c. Carol Hodgson cheque total was corrected to £365.89.  The payments were agreed and signed.
To ratify the following cheques signed at the meeting on 1st February without due notice being given.  

· Mr. R C Bryant


Repair to outside Pavilion door


£    40.00
· Catsfield Village Hall

Annual Fee



£175.00






QDJ Committee Hall Hire x 2

£  10.00
£  185.00
Members ratified their decision of 1st February 2012 to pay the cheques before the meeting.
To ratify the following cheques which were approved by Members but signed prior to Parish Council’s meeting due to the supplier’s terms.  

a. Mr. M. Gurr


Materials for Storage Sheds concrete base

£1920.00

b. L & M Sturdy Garages

New Storage Sheds + installation


£3959.00

Members ratified their decision to pay the cheques before the meeting which had been agreed verbally with each Member prior to raising the cheques.
To approve purchasing a “Thank you” gift for Scott Lavocah to the value of £10 in appreciation of his voluntary work for the Pavilion Committee and Parish Council.

Members approved the purchase.
To receive the statement of accounts.
The statement of accounts was received as attached.
	

	8.
8.1
	Newsletter

To receive an update on the latest Newsletter

The Newsletter would be sent out in the first week of April. The main focus would be on the Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations and the Annual Parish Assembly. 
	

	9.

9.1
	Emergency Plan

To receive an update on the procedures manual for Parish Council’s Emergency Plan.

Cllr. Goodliffe had no further updates to report.
	JG

	10.

10.1

10.2

10.3

	Highway Matters

Traffic Calming 
a. To receive an update on the latest speed check session.

Cllr. Goodliffe had no further updates to report.
b. To receive any updates on jointly purchasing a ‘Speed Gun’ with Ninfield PC.

Cllr. Goodliffe reported on his discussion with Cllr. Pam Doodes at Ninfield PC. Members agreed that they had no current proposals to progress with the ‘Speed Gun’ as the ‘Speed Checks’ undertaken by Catsfield Parish Council were an exercise to deter motorists from Speeding and not an enforcement measure.  
General Maintenance

a. To receive any updates from ESCC Highways regarding the lay-by along Catsfield Road.
Cllr. Scott had no further updates to report. 
b. To receive any updates regarding the potholes in Church Road.


Cllr. Scott had no further updates to report.
Highway
a. To receive an update on the parking in Church Road affecting traffic flow.

Cllr. Scott had no further updates to report.
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	11.
11.1

11.2

11.3

11.4

11.5

11.6

11.7

11.8

11.9
	To receive reports and updates on:

Playing Field and Pavilion

a. To receive a report from the Playing Field and Pavilion Committee.
Cllr. Thomas reported that no further meetings had taken place but gave a current update on the issues being addressed.  Mr. Kiley had offered to donate a clock to mount on the outside of the Pavilion in memory of his father Arthur Kiley, who had been an active member of Catsfield Football Club.  The Clerk had received an enquiry from Bexhill and Sidley Cricket Clubs who were interested in hiring the Cricket Field.  Members agreed that the hire charge would need to be viable and that Catsfield Cricket Club should receive an amount to cover the wear and tear on their equipment in preparing the Cricket square etc. Members agreed to obtain a quote for installing spot lights on the side apex of the Pavilion to provide light to the outside toilets. Cllr. Thomas was asked to discuss with the Committee hard standing outside the garage at their next Pavilion Meeting.

Cllr. Josling left the meeting at 9.45pm to attend a work commitment.
b. To receive any updates on the problem with dogs off leads fouling on the Playing Field.

More prominent signs asking dog owners to act responsibly whilst on the Playing Field were being obtained and would be placed at the main entrance.
c. To receive an update on decorating the outside toilet block.

A briefing document had been prepared for all the decorating requirements at Catsfield Playing Field and quotes would be obtained from this. 
d. To receive any updates on the proposed repairs to the Playing Field access road.

Cllr. Goodliffe presented the quotes received from MG Contracts at £3542.40, Hailsham Roadways at £2922.00 and Geewoods Construction at £2242.80.  Members agreed to accept the quote from Geewoods Construction. Members agreed that additional resurfacing was required around the main gate and hard standing in front of the garage. Cllr. Goodliffe would obtain a further quote for the additional work from Geewoods Construction and advise The Clerk. The access road forms part of public footpath no.5 and Rights of Way would need to be consulted regarding the closure of this area whilst the repair is taking place. It was estimated the access would be closed for 1 day or 2 at the very most.
e. To receive any updates on replacing the storage facilities at the Playing Field. 
The Storage Sheds had now been installed and arrangements were being made to paint the outside dark green as per the conditions of the planning permission.  Catsfield Horticultural Society had asked for further details on the costings of the new storage shed to enable them to make a financial contribution.
f. To discuss Insurance arrangements for the contents of the new storage shed.

Members agreed that Parish Council would provide buildings insurance and contents insurance for any items belonging to them.  Contents stored by other users would be their responsibility to insure.
Hedgerows and verges

a. Info: Village walkabout to be arranged for May 2012.
There were no updates to report. A date for the Parish Council to undertake a Village walkabout would be arranged at the next meeting.
Footpaths

a. To receive any reports.
Cllr. Overall had no further updates to report.
Open Spaces

a. To receive any updates on the damaged verge at Potmans Lane / Church Road.
Cllr. Scott had no further updates to report.  CCTV signs had now been obtained and would be put up shortly.
b. To receive any updates on the VMT’s proposed maintenance of the triangle in Watermill Lane nr Henley Down pond. 
The work had been re-arranged for inclusion into this year’s maintenance plan.
c. To receive confirmation that the BT Phone Box at Stevens Crouch has been cleaned.
Cllr. Bodey reported that the cleaning had not taken place.  
Cllr. Auer was called away from the meeting at 10.20pm to attend a business issue.  
d. To receive any updates on the Bus Shelter on the ‘The Green’ – outside the Old Police House.
Cllr. Scott reported that Brian Banks had approved a development licence with conditions for Parish Council to install the Bus Shelter.  Once the licence had been received the work could be actioned. 
e. To agree proceeding with the purchase of the Bus Shelter from Littlewood Fencing Ltd.
Members agreed to proceed with purchasing the Bus Shelter from Littlewood Fencing Ltd. It would be installed when the development licence from ESCC Highways had been issued.
f. To discuss a response to ESCC Parish Survey.
The information requested by Parish Council had still not arrived. The survey was now closed.
g. To receive the outcome of contacting BT to repaint the BT Phone Box opposite The Village Shop.
A request had been sent online via BT’s Public Payphone ‘Report a fault’ facility. No response had been received to date.
h. To discuss any maintenance requirements for the Village Maintenance Team for 2012.
A list of maintenance requirements had been submitted.
i. To discuss organising a village ‘Big Tidy-up’.
Members agreed to plan a Village ‘Big Tidy-up’ for May.  Details would go into the next Newsletter and mentioned at the Parish Assembly.  The local children attending Catsfield CEP School, Claverham Community College and Bexhill High School would be invited to take part.
Playground Sub-Committee
a. To discuss an outline plan for refurbishing the Play Area.
Cllr. Bodey highlighted that the rear fencing of the Playground needed attention. General ground maintenance to clear the play area was also required.
b. Info: Play Area to be refurbished and equipment added over a period of time.
Standards Sub-Committee
a. To review The Clerks pay.

NALC had reported that there will be no increase in Clerks Salary Scales for 2012/13. Members agreed that The Clerk should claim for any additional hours outside of contracted hours.
History Centre
a. To receive an update from the History Group regarding the backing-up of data files.

A letter from Catsfield History Group had been received confirming that their obsolete equipment had now been disposed of and that all data had been removed.  Steps were in hand to make periodic back-ups of data which would be kept offsite.  
Village Hall
Cllr. Bodey reported that the Village Hall Committee’s AGM would be taking place on 15th March.  Tickets were available from Catsfield Village Store for Chalkfoot’s performance of ‘Running for Glory’ at the Village Hall on 23rd March 2012.
Catsfield C of E School
Members received the OFSTED report for the School inspection during February 2012. The School had received an overall ‘Satisfactory’ grading.
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	12.
	Reports of meetings attended.
a. To receive the outcome of the Devolution of Services meeting at Rother DC.

Cllr. Overall reported on the Devolution of Services meeting he attended with The Clerk at RDC on 24th February 2012. The assets discussed were 2 parcels of land at Gladwish Farm and the Car Park in Church Road.  Gladwish Farm was discounted as RDC wished to retain control and Parish Council had no viable use for the land. Cllr. Overall informed RDC that Parish Council would be interested in taking over the Car Park and asked for further information on indicative costs for the maintenance and upkeep of the area, the recycling facilities, clarification of access across the car park and the rules / regulations that would or would not apply.  RDC advised Cllr. Overall that the terms were likely to be on a 99 year lease at a peppercorn rent, business rates and the liability of all future maintenance costs would pass to Parish Council.  The timescale for the transfer, if accepted, was anticipated to be 1 April 2013.
	

	13.
	To discuss any training requirements for the Councillors and Clerk.
There were no current requirements
	

	14.
	Comments from the folder.
There were no comments from the folder.
	

	15.
	Correspondence.
a. ESCC Library Survey – Working with us to deliver library services.

The deadline for returning the survey was 21st May 2012.  Members agreed to consult with residents at the Parish Assembly.
	

	16.
	Any other business

· CCHF would be holding a second open consultation regarding Twisly on 19th March 5 – 8pm in Hermon Cottage.
· Concerns had been received regarding the potholes in Potmans Lane.

· An enquiry to put road signs in Potmans Lane informing road users of horses and riders.
	

	
	There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.35pm
	


Chairman………………………………………………


Date………………………………………..[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3]
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