CATSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL

Annual Parish Assembly

Minutes of the meeting held on Thursday, 24th April 2014 in The Village Hall
	Present: 



Cllr. Kathryn Field (East Sussex CC)


Cllr. John Overall (Chair)


Cllr. Angharad Davies (Rother DC)
Cllr. Beryl Bodey (Vice-Chair)

Mrs. Ann Davey (WI)
Cllr. Julian Goodliffe


Mr. Jonathan Elms (Catsfield CEP School)

Cllr. Chris Thomas


Mrs. Jane Overall (St Laurence Church)
Cllr. David Scott



Mr. Mike Davey (Catsfield Cricket / Football Club)
Cllr. Jan Auer



Mrs. Pauline Putland (History Group)

Cllr. Rachel Tottman


PCSO Daryl Holter

Mrs. Carol Hodgson (The Clerk & RFO)
16 Members of the public




	Apologies:
Father Michael Brydon

Mrs. Janet Woolf

Mrs. Jean Attewell
Mr. Scott Lavocah






	
	Agenda Item

	1
	To welcome and receive any apologies for absence.
Cllr. Overall welcomed everyone to the Annual Parish Assembly.

Apologies were received from Father Michael Brydon, Mrs Janet Woolf, Mrs. Jean Attewell and Mr. Scott Lavocah.

	2
	Minutes of the last Annual Parish Meeting on 26th April 2012
The minutes of the last Parish Assembly held on 25th April 2013 had been agreed by the Councillors and signed at the Parish Council meeting in June 2013 

	3
	To discuss any matters arising from these minutes

Cllr. Overall asked for any comments from last years Annual Parish Assembly.  There were no matters raised.

	4
	Catsfield Parish Council Annual Report:

The Chairman, Cllr. John Overall reported as per his attached report.

Questions were invited from members of the public but none were received.

	5
	County Council Report:

Cllr. Kathryn Field reported as per her attached report.

Questions were invited from members of the public but none were received.

	6
	District Council Report:

Cllr. Angharad Davies reported as per her attached report.

Questions were invited from members of the public:

Q: Rother DC has chosen to freeze its Council Tax unlike County Council.  Is DC happy that it can continue to maintain the services it currently provides?  There have been several issues with the new waste contract.
A: Rother DC does not have the same coverage of services as County Council.  There has been an issue with answering calls relating to the new waste arrangements due to the sheer volume combined with the reduction in staff.
Q: Why doesn’t Rother DC issue a press release regarding the new waste service?

A: There is a current programme of publicity which is being staged including press releases.

Q: The Planning Department – in the main Enforcement – do not appear to be working effectively
A: Rother DC do not consider all the issues reported are viable to pursue or in the best interest of the public.

A: Cllr. Field – County Council tend to take a more pragmatic view that Enforcement issues are worth pursuing.

	7
	Emergency Plan Update

Cllr. Goodliffe gave an update on the Emergency Plan and the scenarios when it maybe needed.  The emphasis was being a good neighbour in times of emergencies and helping those most vulnerable.  The Clerk would be the first point of call in these situations and this would trigger a string of events leading to the arrival of outside emergency services.  Cllr. Goodliffe encouraged everyone as a precautionary measure to put together and keep a list of essential documents and contacts as these were the lifeline for most people.
Mr. Elms – Catsfield School have their own Emergency Plan but were keen to link in with Parish Council’s.

	8
	Reports from the groups and societies of Catsfield
· Sussex Police

PCSO Daryl Holter reported that crime wise Catsfield had been low in comparison to other areas.  The number of reports received across the year were, 2 for criminal damage, 1 for fly tipping, 3 for burglary, 7 for theft and 3 for outbuilding break-ins.  In the run up to Christmas a large proportion of reports were received for heater oil theft and logs stolen from wood yards.  There had been no reports of anti-social behaviour, though there had been a few neighbour disputes.  Across the area there had been 9 post boxes stolen – these were mainly Victorian, Georgian or Elizabethan style.  Regular updates were sent to Parish Council on incidents affecting the Village.  During the year £200 had been donated from the Sussex Police Property Act Fund towards the fencing of the Children’s Play Area.  A further donation had also been made to Catsfield Pre-School.  PCSO Holter has become a Wildlife Crime Officer and a Heritage Crime Officer and was proposing to give updates in the future.
Questions were invited from members of the public:

Q: How often does the Speed Camera get booked?
A: Catsfield, Ninfield and Hooe have a Speed Check group but it is not too active at the moment.  They need more volunteers to come forward and help run the scheme.

Q: Speeding is bad through the Village particularly along The Green’.
A: The incidents need to be reported into the Police.  Also having an active Speed Check group to regularly perform speed checks will help.

Mr. Elms – Catsfield School were very interested in monitoring traffic speeds outside the School in Church Road.

Cllr. Overall – Several Catsfield Parish Councillors had been trained-up to undertake speed checks but need other people to help out. PC has part ownership of a Speed Indication Device and 
access to Sussex Police’s Speed Gun.

Cllr. Goodliffe – There are 5 approved sites where Speed Checks can be undertaken in the Village.

· Catsfield Under Fives
Sophie Holdt - Chairman - reported:

This had been a tough year financially for the Under Fives.  The Government Funding (EYEE) had not increased for several years.  The Committee had raised £1,000 by Fundraising which had been used to update resources.  The Hastings Round Table had donated £3,000 – in exchange for the Pre-School helping out at the Beer Festival!  This had been used towards updating their storage cupboard which as a pack-away setting was an essential part of their daily routine.  They have 21 children on role of which 2 – from Catsfield Village - have additional needs and require one-to-one support which had been financially draining to the Under Fives due to the extra staffing requirements. This had now been funded by County Council. Sophie thanked all those that had supported their fundraising events – their Nativity, Easter Fair and at the Village Fete.  To keep pace with changing times Catsfield Under Fives had now re-branded to Catsfield Pre-School with a new logo, uniform, email address and website.
· Catsfield School
Jonathan Elms – Deputy Head Teacher reported as per the attached report.

· Catsfield WI
Ann Davey - President - reported:

There are 105 WI’s across East Sussex and 2015 is the Centenary of the WI. Catsfield WI has been going for nearly 96 years.  It has 42 Members of which 22 are from the Village.  The WI meets 12 times a year for varying cultural events.  This year there will be a special meeting commemorating World War One.  The WI is very active and plays a very important part in the annual Summer Flower Show and Village Fete.  The WI welcomes new guests and Members.
· Catsfield Cricket Club
Mike Davey reported: 

Catsfield Cricket Club should start playing at the beginning of May.  They have a full fixture list but will only be playing on Sundays (at 2pm) this year due to players being tied-up with league matches on Saturdays.  The Catsfield Cricket Club Colts have entered the league this year under the leadership of David Taylor.  Fixtures will appear in the Village Voice. On 17th May Catsfield Playing Field will be host to a Sussex Girls Under 12 fixture.  Lastly…..dog mess continues to be a problem on the playing field and has to be cleared before any games can take place.

· Catsfield Football Club
Mike Davey reported:

It had been a ‘so-so’ season for the Football Club finishing 7th in the league table.  A second team had been started-up but this would not be continuing as the Manager had resigned and there were other associated problems.

· St Laurence Church
Jane Overall reported:

The repair work had now taken place on the Church Tower and the Weather Vane was back in place.  There were now new doors installed on the Tower Room.  The new Bishop of Lewes Richard Jackson was very impressed on his first visit to Catsfield School and St Laurence Church.  The Church was showing growth in attendance with several new comers. The Sunday School continues to flourish.  To assist with the costs of the Church there have been several fundraising events and a very successful appeal for financial support from the Community.  Fundraising continues this year with a Coffee Morning on 26th April, a Boot Sale on 14th June and the Flower Festival on the August Bank holiday.

· History Group
Pauline Putland reported:

History Group normally meet once a fortnight on a Tuesday evening.  More recently they have been meeting on a weekly basis in preparation for the exhibition to commemorate World War One - to be held at St Laurence Church from Thursday 5th June to Wednesday 11th June 2014.  All were invited to come along.

· Catsfield Village Hall

Mike Cooper – Chairman – reported:

Parish Council had pledged to provide a new projector for the Village Hall.  Cllr. Overall advised that he was waiting to hear back from Kave Theatrical Services.  Part of the Village Hall floor had been replaced after damp had got into the joists.   A new damp proof system had been installed as could be seen by the small protruding bricks at the front of the building.  Hall bookings continued to be good with a full calendar.

· Catsfield Social Club
Victoria Crawshaw reported on behalf of Janet Woolf:

The social club continues to meet on a Tuesday evening from 7pm to 10pm.  There are numerous board games, a Wii and a table tennis table.  Cost is still just £2 and includes refreshments.

· Catsfield 100 Club
Victoria Crawshaw reported

The Catsfield 100 Club is thriving.  There is a monthly draw of £25 as well as 3 extra draws during the year.  The proceeds after prizes go to the maintenance of the Village Hall.  There are currently 3 spare tickets available.
· Catsfield Horticultural Society
Vanessa Francis – Chairman - reported:

Last year there was no Fete but the Summer Flower Show still went ahead in the Village Hall.  It was really successful but the categories had to be reduced due to the space available.  The Fete is back this year running along side the Flower Show at Catsfield Playing Field on 2nd August 2014.  The Fete Committee are looking for Craft People to do demonstrations and people to run stalls.  This year the evening entertainment has moved away from Barn Dancing to the Swing Street Band who performed at the Diamond Jubilee.  Tickets will be available at the Village Shop.  The Spring Show in April was very successful and saw 117 entries with a profit from the day of £120

· Catsfield Amateur Dramatic Society
Vanessa Francis - Chairman - reported:

CADS is made up of 15-18 people and annually holds a Pantomime and at least one Murder Mystery.  Murder Mystery’s are held to raise funds for a nominated charity and the only expense taken out is for the scripts - around £50.  The next Murder Mystery is on 24th May and is in aid of Crowhurst Scouts. There will be a guest performance by Father Michael Brydon. Tickets are £5.  The monies from the 2013 Panto Raffle of £500 went to the Beachy Head Chaplaincy.

	9
	Open Forum

Cllr. Overall announced that proceedings had now finished and asked for any comments from those in attendance.
Q: When will we know about the No. 95 Bus Service?
A: Cllr. Davies advised there was no news at the moment.

A: Cllr. Overall advised the review was still on going.

Q: Sophie Holdt from Catsfield Pre-School asked if there was any more space available in the Village Hall for them to store their equipment.  Also the Pre-schools biggest outgoing was their rent.  This kept creeping up and it was financially crippling the organisation.  Could Parish Council look into helping to sustain the Village Pre-School.
A: Cllr. Overall would refer this to his Councillors. 
Cllr. Overall thanked everyone for coming along.

	
	There being no further business the Parish Assembly closed at 9.25pm 
Those present were invited to stay for refreshments.


Chairman………………………………………………


Date………………………………………..
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